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things were hid from our eyes: there was no one to
tell us how Heraclius saved the Roman Empire by
succeeding where Crassus had failed, or how in the
moment of victory he was met by that challenge of
Mahomet which marks the true end of " ancient"
history: thanks to Gibbon, the marvellous Eastern
Empire was regarded as a somewhat discreditable
affair, and we were allowed to believe that the greatest
achievement of the Normans was the battle of
Hastings.

These scandals have been removed, and the new
conception of history opens up horizons of which we
never dreamt: no wonder that the subject is popular:
in its wise development lies the best hope for the
education of the average boy.
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When we pause to consider the teaching of
English we enter a field which is equally vast and far
less ably charted. Everyone agrees that English
must be taught, but there is extremely little agree-
ment as to the methods which should be employed.
Having spent a good many years in the attempt, with
boys of every age and every type of capacity, I have
no illuminating conclusions to report: there are
moments when I feel that the only certain qualifica-
tion for such a teacher is a love for his subject, and
others, gloomier still, when I feel that the only boy
who is sure to be well-educated in English literature